
B A C K G R O U N D  G U I D E

V M U N  2 0 1 9

United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization



 

Vancouver Model United Nations 
The Eighteenth Annual Session | January 25–27, 2019 

Dear Delegates, 
 
My name is Janette Kim and I am thoroughly ecstatic to serve as your Director for the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) at VMUN 2019. 
Alongside me will be your Chair, Sherry Sun, and Assistant Director, John Cicci. As your dais 
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Position Paper Policy 
 

What is a Position Paper? 
A position paper is a brief overview of a country’s stance on the topics being discussed by a particular committee. 
Though there is no specific format the position paper must follow, it should include a description of your 
positions your country holds on the issues on the agenda, relevant actions that your country has taken, and 
potential solutions that your country would support. 

At Vancouver Model United Nations, delegates should write a position paper for each of the committee’s topics. 
Each position paper should not exceed one page, and should all be combined into a single document per delegate. 

For the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, position papers are not mandatory 
but highly recommended, and required for a delegate to be considered for an award. 

Formatting 
Position papers should: 
— Include the name of the delegate, his/her country, and the committee 
— Be in a standard font (e.g. Times New Roman) with a 12-point font size and 1-inch document 
margins 
— Not include illustrations, diagrams, decorations, national symbols, watermarks, or page borders 
— Include citations and a bibliography, in any format, giving due credit to the sources used in 
research (not included in the 1-page limit) 

Due Dates and Submission Procedure 
Position papers for this committee must be submitted by midnight on January 13, 2019. 

Once your position paper is complete, please save the file as your last name, your first name and send it as an 
attachment in an email, to your committee’s email address, with the subject heading as your last name, your first 
name — Position Paper. Please do not add any other attachments to the email or write anything else in the body. 

Both your position papers should be combined into a single PDF or Word document file; position papers 
submitted in another format will not be accepted. 

Each position paper will be manually reviewed and considered for the Best Position Paper award. 

The email address for this committee is unesco@vmun.com.  
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Cultural Expression of Ethnic Minorities 

Overview 
Cultural globalization, the “transmission of ideas, meanings, and values around the world in such a way as to 
extend and intensify social relations,” has swept the world in the last century.1 The spurring of technological 
advancement and rapid industrialization since World War II enabled the rapid spread of ideas across borders 
and oceans at an unprecedented rate and on an unimaginable scale. In 2015, over 1 billion people were estimated 
to have migrated, either domestically or internationally.2 However, in light of this progressive phenomenon, 
many ethnic minorities, when pitted against the cultural dominance of entrenched majorities, find their religions, 
cultures, and beliefs subjugated and repressed. 

The United States, with one of the strongest economies in the world, has blurred the lines between a vast number 
of different ethnic groups through the “melting pot” effect, homogenizing and integrating immigrants from 
every corner of the globe. Socially, popular films, music, literature, and art influence people to be accustomed to 
certain cultural norms and affectations. Economically, powerful corporations such as Google, Amazon, Apple, 
and Facebook wield incredible influence over the lives of affluent consumers through the realms of social media, 
consumerism, and everyday convenience. Through their promotion of popular ideals, values, and morals, the 
traditional heritages of ethnic minorities are stifled. 

Some claim that cultural uniformity is not negative since people are more economically, technologically, and 
culturally connected through sharing ideas, languages, and music; such a phenomenon should not be viewed as 
threatening, but rather as a way to shape thriving cultures. However, it cannot be denied that “cultural identity 
is at risk everywhere with the depredations of globalization, but the developing world is particularly at risk.”3 
Although cultural globalization is not always negative, its continued rapid proliferation threatens to extinguish 
the unique cultures and traditions of minority groups worldwide. Globalization poses a risk to the thriving 
richness of humanity’s cultural fabric, and it is UNESCO’s responsibility to stand up for cultural preservation. 

Delegates must tackle this topic with an understanding of the social, economic, and cultural ramifications of 
cultural suppression. Moreover, they must recognize and propose solutions that adhere to their countries’ 
foreign policies and take into consideration their own ethnic diversities. Ultimately, the committee must craft a 
resolution that is beneficial both to each nation and to the world at large, safeguarding the expression of cultural 
diversity in the interests of humanity. 

Timeline 
December 17, 1903 — The invention of the first modern aircraft by the Wright Brothers in the United States 
ushers in an era of long-distance rapid travel. 

                                                           
1 Paul James, "Globalism, Nationalism, Tribalism: Bringing Theory Back in," Globalism, Nationalism, Tribalism: Bringing Theory 
Back in, June 2006, doi:10.4135/9781446217603. 
2 Alex Gray, "These Charts Show How Migration Is Changing Our Cities," World Economic Forum, October 25, 2017, 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/10/how-migration-is-changing-world-cities-charts/. 
3 Tomlinson, J, Chapter 23: Globalization and Cultural Identity, pages 269-277, 2003, 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/227063612_Globalization_and_Cultural_Identity. 
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Jan 30, 1933 – May 8, 1945 — The Holocaust, in which the German Nazi regime brutally persecuted over six 
million Jews in an act of ethnic cleansing, occurs. The events are deemed horrific by all historic standards.4 

1945–1990 — A period of widespread decolonization allows victims of colonization to reclaim their cultural 
rights and identities.5 

December 10, 1948 — The United Nations adopts the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, codifying 
universal, inalienable rights, including those of ethnic minorities and indigenous groups.6 

July 18, 1950 — UNESCO’s report “The Race Question,” rejecting theories of biological racial hierarchies and 
morally condemning racism, is released. The publication also debunks the idea of a “pure race” and suggests the 
replacement of the term “race” with “ethnic group.”7 

1972 — The Kenya Report by the International Labour Organization (ILO) identifies inequality in income 
distribution among ethnic groups, garnering international recognition.8 

November 27, 1978 — UNESCO adopts the Declaration of Race and Racial Prejudice at its 20th session, 
expressing the fundamental equality of all human beings, regardless of origin and composition, and encouraging 
racial plurality. 9 

April 6, 1994 – July 16, 1994 — The Rwandan Genocide, one of the biggest humanitarian crises in history, 
results in the deaths of up to 800,000 of minority Tutsis in just 100 days.10 This event spurs an international 
movement to “share responsibility for this tragedy” and spawns the international principle of the “responsibility 
to protect.”11  

March 21, 1960 — The Sharpeville Massacre, in which police opened fire at a peaceful demonstration against 
the apartheid laws in Sharpeville, South Africa, kills 69 civilians. Six years later, the International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination is established in commemoration.12 

1994–1995 — The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCR) releases the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to enshrine the rights of and prevent discrimination 
against indigenous minorities globally.13 

                                                           
4 Helene Sinnreich, "Victim and Perpetrator Perspectives of World War II-ERA Ghettos," The Routledge History of the 
Holocaust: , doi:10.4324/9780203837443.ch10. 
5 Bill Mussel, "Cultural Pathways for Decolonization," What's the Difference between Anxiety and Stress? 
http://www.heretohelp.bc.ca/visions/aboriginal-people-vol5/cultural-pathways-for-decolonization. 
6 "Claiming Human Rights," Article 5, http://www.claiminghumanrights.org/udhr_article_4.html. 
7 Jean Hiernaux, "Four Statements on the Race Question," Four Statements on the Race Question, 1969, , doi:10.18411/a-2017-023. 
8 Paul E. Bangasser, "The ILO and the Informal Sector: An Institutional History," The ILO and the Informal Sector: An 
Institutional History, 2000, , doi:10.1075/ps.5.3.02chi.audio.2f. 
9 United Nations, "Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice," Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice, , 
http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.11_declaration on race and racial prejudice.pdf. 
10 "Rwandan Genocide," History.com, https://www.history.com/topics/africa/rwandan-genocide. 
11 William J Clinton. YouTube. March 25, 1998. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_6CFNwJ9ww and “About R2P." About R2P: 
Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect. 2005. http://www.globalr2p.org/about_r2p. 
12 "International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination," Timeanddate.com, 
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/world-day-eliminate-racial-discrimination. 
13 "United Nations Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples," Demographic Trends, 
http://pdba.georgetown.edu/IndigenousPeoples/UNdraft.html. 



Vancouver Model United Nations 2019  8 

August 31 – September 22, 2001 — The World Conference against Racism and Racial Discrimination, 
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance takes place in South Africa with the goal of eliminating all forms of racial 
and ethnic intolerance post-apartheid.14 

Historical Analysis 
The term “ethnicity” is a recent sociological concept, replacing older terms used in North America such as “race,” 
“nation,” and “origin,” which did not account for first-generation immigrants, indigenous people, and African 
Americans. To combat this sociological issue, W. Lloyd Warner and Paul S. Lunt first used the term “ethnicity” 
in their novel “The Social Life of a Modern Community” in 1941.15 Most historians and researchers agree that 
“race” cannot be equated with “ethnicity” because the two words have entirely different meanings. Race refers to 
one’s physical heritage, manifested in pigmentation, hair, eyes, and bone structures.16 Ethnicity, on the other 
hand, is used to describe groups with distinct cultural traditions and origins.17 Although the terms are different, 
ethnic suppression and racism are incredibly similar; ethnic groups are often subject to prejudice, discrimination, 
or antagonism from other groups. The international community generally agrees that people should be treated 
equally and all rights should be upheld, a maxim ethnic suppression directly contradicts. 

Ethnic superiority can be traced back to fights over land, politics, and economics.18 In comparison to the rest of 
a given region’s population, a minority group is distinguished by unique traits which demarcate it from the 
numerically-superior norm. 19 Throughout history, relationships between different groups of people, otherwise 
known as intergroup relations, have been subject to conflict because of an inability to cohabit. In the starkest 
scenarios, majority groups have employed assimilation, expulsion, and even genocide to oppress proximal 
minorities.20 

Assimilation 
Assimilation is “the process of taking on the traits of the dominant culture that the victims become 
indistinguishable from other members of society.”21 Assimilation can take one of two different forms: it can be 
forced and decreed, as often seen in colonialist times, or it can be a natural progression of cultural interactions. 
Throughout history, we see instances in which majority groups have attempted to change or destroy other 
cultures through political and military conquest. The Indian Act in Canada of is a longstanding example of forced 
assimilation, particularly that of indigenous people. The Canadian government pledged to “remove the Indian 
from the child,” aiming to acculturate them into mainstream Canadian society.22 These forcibly-integrated 
people were forced to sell their land, coerced into intermarriage, banned from speaking their native languages, 
                                                           
14 "World Conference on Racism," United Nations, https://www.un.org/WCAR/. 
15 C. Mills Wright, American Sociological Review 7, no. 2 (1942): 263-71, http://www.jstor.org/stable/2085184. 
16 "Ethnicity vs Race," Mountain Bike vs Road Bike - Difference and Comparison, 
https://www.diffen.com/difference/Ethnicity_vs_Race 
17 Susanne Lachenicht, "Ethnicity," Oxford Bibliographies, December 11, 2015, 
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780199730414/obo-9780199730414-0022.xml. 
18 "Ethnic Discrimination," The Encyclopedia of World Problems, http://encyclopedia.uia.org/en/problem/132722. 
19 "Understanding Race and Ethnic Inequality in Sociological Terms," UniversalClass.com, 
https://www.universalclass.com/articles/psychology/race-and-ethnic-inequality-in-sociological-terms.htm. 
20 William Little and William, "Introduction to Sociology – 1st Canadian Edition," Introduction to Sociology – 1st Canadian 
Edition, https://opentextbc.ca/introductiontosociology/chapter/chapter11-race-and-ethnicity/. 
21 Elizabeth Prine Pauls, "Assimilation," Encyclopædia Britannica, August 19, 2008, 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/assimilation-society. 
22 Erin Hanson, "The Indian Act," Indigenousfoundations, https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/the_indian_act/. 
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and pushed to attend residential schools, which abused and suppressed native children and cultures. Canada is 
far from the only country to have practised forced assimilation; European settlers, after arriving in Australia in 
1788, nearly eradicated the indigenous people there through conquest and disease. After World War II, 
Australian natives were allowed to become equal citizens, but were forced to break off all connection to their 
tribes, families, and customs in order to fit into the “Western standard of living.”23 

When assimilation is not mandated, it is often the result of multiple cultures coexisting, and melding together. 
Immigrant acculturation is the “complex process in which immigrants not only fully integrate themselves into a 
new country but also lose aspects, perhaps even all of their heritage.”24 For instance, the “melting pot” theory 
explains the trend of growing homogeneity in culture, language, and religion in the United States. The 
immigrants of the 1850s were often seen as unwanted competition and were discriminated against in the 
workplace and in religious institutions. Political parties, such as the anti-Catholic American Party, attempted to 
curtail immigration and forcibly relegate impoverished Irish immigrants to the outskirts of society. However, as 
time went on, indigenous groups, colonialists, and immigrants would continue to coexist, and their cultures 
would resemble less their original heritage and more a common American identity. 

Genocide 
Outside of cultural imperialism occurring through colonialism, governments and militias have often taken 
radical steps to erase a cultural or ethnic group through genocide.25 For instance, Adolf Hitler, Germany’s 
chancellor from 1933 to 1945, believed that the “elimination of the Jews was essential to the purification and 
even the salvation of the German people.”26 Jews were stripped of their jobs as bankers, clerks, teachers, doctors, 
and barred from public life in theatres, parks, schools, and vacation resorts. Their houses and assets were seized, 
and their synagogues were vandalized. From 1942 to 1945, Jews were placed in concentration camps, subjected 
to forced labour, and made victims of cruel medical experiments. Hitler’s actions inspired anti-Semitism around 
the world, from the French Cagoulards (Hooded Men) and the Hungarian Arrow Cross Party to the British 
Union of Fascists and the American German-American Bund. The Holocaust is a prime example of modern-day 
cultural suppression by genocide, spurred on by both ethnic superiority and political gains. Undoubtedly one of 
the worst genocides in history, the effects of the Holocaust reverberate to this day. 

Another example of genocide is the Rwandan genocide of 1994, where over 500,000 of the Tutsi minority died 
at the hands of the majority Hutus. From 1884 to 1962, Rwanda was colonized by Belgium, which favoured the 
Hutus over the Tutsis and offered them better employment and educational opportunities. Throughout 
Rwanda’s colonial history, imperial rulers promoted ethnic divides and created tensions within their jurisdiction. 
The genocide was foreseeable; several riots took place throughout the 20th century, including the Rwandan 
Revolution of 1959, in which 20,000 Tutsis were killed or forced to seek refuge in neighboring countries such as 
Burundi, Tanzania, and Uganda.27 Galvanized by the death of Rwandan president Juvénal Habyarimana in 1994, 
government-backed Hutu militias went to every city and village, slaughtering more than 8,000 Tutsis a day in a 

                                                           
23 "Cultural Assimilation: Meaning and Examples for Better Clarity," Historyplex, March 19, 2018. 
https://historyplex.com/cultural-assimilation-meaning-examples. 
24 "Indian Act," The Canadian Encyclopedia, https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/indian-act. 
25 Brendan O'Leary, "Encyclopedia Princtoniensis," Ethnic Expulsions, https://pesd.princeton.edu/?q=node/328. 
26 Michael Berenbaum, "Anti-Semitism," Encyclopædia Britannica, September 13, 2018, https://www.britannica.com/topic/anti-
Semitism/Nazi-anti-Semitism-and-the-Holocaust. 
27 "Rwanda: How the Genocide Happened," BBC News, May 17, 2011, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13431486. 
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horrific act of retribution. The genocide lasted for 100 days and was the deadliest conflict since World War II.28 
The Rwandan genocide exemplifies the impacts of long-standing ethnic tensions brought about by colonialism; 
many other states have grappled with the same issues. The Igbo, Yoruba, and Hausa-Fulanis of Nigeria have had 
numerous conflicts in the past, including the Biafran War, in which the Igbo people unsuccessfully attempted to 
secede. Colonialism is a primary factor in modern-day African ethnic tensions, the consequences of which are 
manifested in current politics and conflicts. 

Past UN/International Involvement 
At the end of the Second World War, UNESCO was founded as one of the United Nations’ organs to help 
alleviate the consequences of the Holocaust and end cultural oppression. First, the organization investigated the 
origins of racism and oppression. After conducting intensive research, especially on African and global 
indigenous groups, UNESCO published “The Race Statement” to “disseminate scientific facts designed to 
remove what is generally known as racial prejudice” on July 18, 1950.29 It was the first “document issued by an 
intergovernmental agency to negate any deterministic association among physical characteristics, social 
behaviors, and moral attributes.” 30  Because Brazil was perceived as an incredibly racially-balanced nation, 
UNESCO championed Brazil as a model nation in pamphlets and other publications.31 UNESCO published three 
other reports that served to debunk racial theories and prejudices: “The Nature of Race and Race Differences” in 
1951, “Propositions on the Biological Aspects of Race” in 1964, and “Statement on Race and Racial Prejudice” in 
1967. 

In addition to addressing racial stigmas and tensions, UNESCO’s main role is to protect, preserve, and encourage 
cultural diversification. By promoting tolerance and cultural preservation, it “advances, through the educational, 
scientific and cultural relations of the peoples of the world, the objectives of peace and the common welfare of 
mankind,” as stated in the UNESCO Constitution. Furthermore, UNESCO aims to eliminate racial 
discrimination in education, the workplace, and governments. On December 14, 1960, UNESCO adopted the 
Convention Against Discrimination in Education to promote equal treatment in all educational institutions. The 
following year, UNESCO created the Conciliation and Good Offices Commission to regulate racism in learning 
environments. Regarding the workplace, the International Labour Organization adopted Convention No. 111 
Against Discrimination in Respect to Employment and Occupation on June 25, 1958. Providing an all-
encompassing anti-discrimination framework, on November 20, 1963, the United Nations Declaration on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination aimed to eliminate racism in all areas of society. The UN’s 
strides to curb racism and xenophobia in the public sector were well developed; however, UNESCO decided to 
pursue a new route of minority empowerment—to strengthen cultural diversity and pluralism in all policies and 
partnerships by advancing the cultural rights of minority and indigenous groups. In December 1966, it “outlined 
the rights of self-determination of all peoples to freely pursue their cultural development in the Declaration of 
the Principles of International Cultural Co-operation, stating that “each culture has a dignity and value which 

                                                           
28 Zack Beauchamp, "What You Need to Know about the Rwandan Genocide," Vox.com, April 10, 2014, 
https://www.vox.com/2014/4/10/5590646/rwandan-genocide-anniversary. 
29 "Four Statements on the Race Question," 1960, http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0012/001229/122962eo.pdf. 
30 Marcos Chor Maio, "UNESCO and the Study of Race Relations in Brazil: Regional or National Issue?" Latin American Research 
Review 36, no. 2 (2001): 118-36, http://www.jstor.org/stable/2692090. 
31Carlos Hasenbalg and Suellen Huntington, "BRAZILIAN RACIAL DEMOCRACY: REALITY OR MYTH?" Humboldt Journal of 
Social Relations 10, no. 1 (1982): 129-42, http://www.jstor.org/stable/23261860. 
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must be respected and preserved” and that “every people has the right and duty to develop its culture.” Its overall 
strategy was to incorporate multiculturalism to reap the social benefits of good relations and cohesion. 

In 1960, after 68 people were killed in a peaceful protest against South African apartheid, the United Nations 
General Assembly designated March 21 as the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.32 
This event led to the Declaration of Race and Racial Prejudice on November 27, 1978, extending beyond the legal 
implications of racism into a more holistic, multi-faceted approach to the cultural, political, and economic 
aspects of racial inequality. Conceived in the 1960s, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
has worked to enforce this declaration. All Member States are required to submit regular reports outlining the 
judicial, economic, political, and cultural measures they have taken to comply with the declaration, which 
currently binds 188 nations.33 

In 1970, UNESCO worked to preserve and protect cultural and intellectual property rights to ethnic minorities 
through the Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Prevent the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of 
Ownership of Cultural Property, which recognized the importance of the return of cultural property in the 
preservation of rich diversity. In the World Decade for Cultural Development, 1988–1997, UNESCO mandated 
four objectives in its agenda for cultural preservation: 

1. To acknowledge the cultural dimension of development; 

2. To affirm and enrich cultural identities; 

3. To broaden participation in cultural life; and  

4. To promote international cultural cooperation.  

Since then, over 1,200 projects across the world have been prompted by UNESCO’s objectives. Furthermore, 
there have been a number of different UN resolutions calling for preservation of cultural rights, including the 
Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities (GA, 
1992) and the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (UNESCO, 
1972). In 1995, the Declaration of Principles of Tolerance was ratified to accentuate the need for racial tolerance 
in order to bring social and economic advancement.34 On November 16 of that year, UNESCO established the 
International Day of Tolerance. More recently, UNESCO launched the International Coalition of Cities against 
Racism in 2004 to “establish a network of cities interested in sharing experiences in order to improve their 
policies to fight racism, discrimination, xenophobia and exclusion.” 35  The body calls upon each region to 
promote diversity, communication, and respect in order to improve their anti-racism policies.36 Throughout its 
existence, UNESCO has fought unrelentingly against ethnic suppression, but many systemic problems remain 
that threaten cultural groups around the world. 

                                                           
32 "International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination," UNESCO, October 26, 2018, 
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/racialdiscriminationday. 
33 United Nations. Parties to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, United Nations 
Treaty Collection. 
34 Berkley Center for Religion, "Declaration of Principles on Tolerance," Georgetown University. 
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/publications/declaration-of-principles-on-tolerance. 
35 "ICCAR," ECCAR, http://www.eccar.info/en/iccar. 
36 Myrna Davos, "Cultural Oppression: Ethnocentric Monoculturalism and Microaggressions," Washington University of the 
Rockies, http://www.academia.edu/8312979/Cultural_Oppression_Ethnocentric_Monoculturalism_and_Microaggressions. 
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In response to the the 1994 Rwandan genocide, UN officials declared a need to construct guidelines to govern 
when and how non-affiliated nations should act in a humanitarian crisis. Former UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan, head of UN Peacekeeping during the genocide, expresses that the “international community is guilty of 
sins of omission” and that UN should have played a more active role in stopping the genocide. Since then, the 
UN has worked to actively restructure its peacekeeping forces to more effectively respond to humanitarian crisis 
situations. 

Current Situation 
Cultural globalization is controversial because of its varied implications. Irish economist Marc Coleman claims 
that even though globalization is a highly individualized view of the world, more traditional or family-oriented 
cultures can push for similarity and community-oriented thinking.37 Globalization, however, also places smaller 
cultural groups at risk of disappearance, particularly through cultural displacement, loss of language, and broad-
based ethnic inequality. 

Cultural Displacement 
The commercialization of culture relates to the idea of mass culture, the set of ideas and values arising from 
overexposure to the same media platforms. The once-diverse, unique aspects of cultures such as traditional music, 
clothing, religion, and art are often drowned out by popular media and dominant cultural industries. 
Furthermore, with the rise of technology and digital multimedia platforms, the distinct diversity and 
individuality of smaller, local communities is increasingly blurred. 

For instance, McDonald’s, the largest American fast-food chain, with 36,899 restaurants worldwide, serves over 
68 million customers and employs more than 375,000 workers.38 Before the introduction of McDonald’s, “fast 
food was almost unknown. McDonalds was the first company to export America’s love of fast food and change 
eating habits of other nations.”39 McDonalds has since become a customary staple in over 101 countries and has 
preceded the growth of other fast-food restaurants such as KFC, Subway, Burger King, and Dunkin’ Donuts. 
Today, there are over 500,000 fast-food restaurants in the world.40 As a result, traditional foods of millions of 
people have been displaced or “Americanized” by these large corporations. Siapha Kamara, formerly the head of 
the Ecumenical Training and Consultancy Centre says that in Ghana, West Africa, cultural and traditional values 
have been overtaken by a “Coca Cola culture,” referring to one that is Americanized, individualistic, and 
capitalistic. Although not applicable to all, many globalized industries have disseminated a singular culture and 
eroded societal beliefs, values, identities, and practices for profit seeking purposes.41 By virtue of their immense 
growth, corporate interests displace cultural influences, leading to their eventual decline and extinction. 

Cultural imperialism is the imposition of aspects of a dominant culture on that of a smaller, minority group.42 
What differs from traditional imperialism is that cultural imperialism stabilizes social hegemony through the 
                                                           
37 Joseph Sunde, "Does Globalization Destroy Culture?" Acton Institute PowerBlog, January 5, 2017, 
http://blog.acton.org/archives/91015-does-globalization-destroy-culture.html. 
38 Matt Rosenberg, "How Many McDonald's Restaurants Operate Worldwide?" Thoughtco, https://www.thoughtco.com/number-
of-mcdonalds-restaurants-worldwide-1435174. 
39 Palo Alto Medical Foundation, "Fast Food," http://www.pamf.org/teen/health/nutrition/fastfood.html. 
40 Ibid. 
41 Wole Akande, "The Drawbacks of Cultural Globalization," November 10, 2002, 
https://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/162/27594.html. 
42Theresa Weynand Tobin, "Cultural Imperialism," Encyclopædia Britannica, June 29, 2016, 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/cultural-imperialism. 
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consent of the masses by using persuasion and propaganda. Cultural imperialism can also be inadvertent and 
discreet—many Canadian businesses, such as Tim Hortons and Real Canadian Supermarket, are owned by 
Americans, potentially affecting their actions and ideals. More often than not, cultural imperialism is masked by 
the appearance of democracy and fairness, despite being controlled by powerful people, corporations, and 
nations, and dramatically affecting the lifestyles and practices of communities. 

Language Loss 
According to the Endangered Languages Project, a worldwide collaboration between indigenous language 
organizations, linguists, institutions of higher education, and key industry partners, more than 40 percent of the 
world’s 7,000 languages are on the verge of disappearing.43 Linguists, after careful research and analysis, suggest 
that “economic growth and globalization are the primary drivers of recent language speaker declines (mainly 
since the 1970s onwards).44 After much testing, economically-developed areas were found to be the most at-risk 
for language extinction. Furthermore, studies have also speculated that the Internet has contributed to language 
extinction; language database Ethnologue estimates that 3,535 of the world’s 7,105 living languages have no 
writing system whatsoever.45 Furthermore, with 96 percent of the world’s people collectively speaking just 4 
percent of languages, many linguistic varieties face dwindling numbers of speakers.46 As such, ethnic groups face 
the prospect of losing their language, a significant component of their cultural identity. UNESCO states that 
“languages are threatened by external forces such as military, economic, religious, cultural or educational 
subjugation, or by internal forces such as a community's negative attitude towards its own language.” In any case, 
smaller languages are shrinking while larger ones are growing as a direct impact of cultural globalization. 
Ensuring that these languages are documented and promoted is imperative to preserving cultural identities and 
protecting minority groups. 

Ethnic Inequality 
Ethnic inequality exists in many different forms. When understanding socioeconomic inequalities between 
minority and majority ethnic groups, it is crucial to understand three outcomes arising from ethnic inequality: 
changing economic activities, xenophobia and racism, and minority welfare and social services. A higher degree 
of inequality may lead to conflict, drive crime, and prevent the poor from acquiring education. Inequality at later 
stages of development progressively becomes more problematic for economic, political, and social advancement. 
A study conducted in the United Kingdom claims that “if inequalities persist at current levels, an 11 percent 
ethnic employment gap will amount to 1 million ‘missing’ ethnic minority workers in 2051.” In addition, 
minorities may be subject to land and resource exploitation. For instance, transnational corporations have a 
history of exploiting natural resources from historical and ancestral indigenous lands, as well as environmentally-
sensitive regions like that of the Amazon rainforest. This exploitation not only harms minorities but makes them 
dependent on exploitative structures for sustenance. 

                                                           
43 "The Endangered Languages Project," Endangered Languages, http://www.endangeredlanguages.com/about/. 
44 Jordan Pearson, "Globalization Is a Leading Factor in the Death of Minority Languages," Motherboard, September 3, 2014, 
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45 Ibid. 
46 "OPINION: The Internet, Where Languages Go to Die?" Al Jazeera America, 
http://america.aljazeera.com/opinions/2014/3/language-linguisticstechnologyinternetdigitaldivideicann.html. 
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Potential Solutions and Controversies 
In response to cultural oppression, UNESCO plays an active role in recognizing the importance of cultural 
preservation to maintaining the equality of ethnic minorities. Furthermore, cultural identity is invaluable for 
peaceful cooperation in communities and civilizations; once people are fully aware of their own self-identity and 
have respect for diversity within different value systems, languages, beliefs, and other aspects of cultures, they 
can fluidly develop with a sense of togetherness. Cultural unification and the dispersion of smaller minorities 
destroys less-powerful cultural groups, denigrating human values fundamental to the world today. Looking to 
the future, there are key lessons which can be learned from past initiatives to better comprehend how the global 
community can reach solutions. While some nations strive for the idea of the cultural “melting pot,” where 
various elements from both minority and majority ethnic groups meld into a unified cultural system, others 
attempt to become cultural “mosaics” where groups across a sovereign state collectively piece together a diverse 
cultural landscape. 

Promoting Cultural Acceptance 
The majority of the international community has become progressively more sensitive towards cultural 
relativism, a philosophical notion that all cultural beliefs should be understood, rather than judged.47 In the 
modern world, cultural relativism is often associated with words such as “pluralism” and “tolerance” to expand 
the boundaries of culture. Anthropologists argue that the concept promotes cooperation in the workplace and 
fosters a society that embraces equality, preserves human culture, and prevents cultural conditioning.48 However, 
because the umbrella of “relativism” is so vast, the incorporation and integration of myriads of cultures into 
current human rights structures is uncertain and sometimes unstable. In fact, disparate views of morality make 
international cooperation in this regard particularly challenging. 

Protecting Cultural Artifacts 
It is important to protect artifacts, sites, art, and languages because of their historical and cultural significance. 
The 1972 Convention on the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage protects over 550 cultural 
sites in 112 countries; however, neglected sites are at risk of being placed on the List of World Heritage in Danger, 
areas vulnerable to damage by armed conflict, pollution, and poaching, among other threats. Countries such as 
Georgia have taken progressive steps towards domestic and regional support for ethnic minorities; UNESCO 
reported that Georgia had the most effective method for fostering support through two main streams: financial 
means and institutional strategies. Financially, the government allocated a budget towards funding for media 
outreach products aimed to increase recognition of minority individuals and their practices. On the institutional 
side, Georgia introduced a special programme supporting minority cultural expression which included 
producing three cultural theater spaces and two museums to promote related art and diversity.49 This method 
implemented by Georgia gives two clear-cut streams towards regional solutions.50 Although Georgia is very 
progressive in their methods of cultural preservation, many countries fail to be as effective due to major increases 
in theft, terrorist attacks, counterfeiting, environmental changes, and fraud, including the destruction of the 
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Buddhas of Bamiyan, the monuments of Palmyra, and the mosques of Northern Mali.51 More countries should 
adopt resolutions specific to their respective demographics and cultural identities; in doing so, they are apt to be 
more successful in cultural preservation. 

Preserving Endangered Languages 
Currently, linguists are documenting as many grammatical and structural features of endangered languages 
using computers and digital software. However, the written texts of many endangered languages are virtually 
non-existent or are at risk of disappearance. Organizations such as E-MELD (Electronic Metastructure for 
Endangered Language Data) help linguists by duplicating and digitizing high-quality recordings in an archival 
form by emphasizing self-documenting and software-independent data. In doing so, the provide a toolkit to 
analyze and compare languages, allowing for interoperability of archives and comparing of data and analyses. At 
the moment, E-MELD is archiving Latin America’s endangered, largely indigenous, languages. By investing in 
organizations such as E-MELD, future generations will be able to access and learn languages, preserve the world’s 
linguistic diversity.  

Bloc Positions 

Sub-Saharan Africa 
After gaining independence in the 1960s, sub-Saharan African countries were expected to model Western 
European democracies and employ their political structures; however, emerging African political groups 
represented ethnic and tribal interests, leading to tyrannical rule by the majority. As a result of ethnic polarization 
and weak institutions, dictators and one-party states emerged in many African countries. Today, there are over 
40 sub-Saharan governments characterized as one-party states or military dictatorships, and over 3,000 ethnic 
tribes that are mistreated and underrepresented. African states attack cultural diversity and assimilate identity 
because the existence of other ideologies and values threatens their power. When different groups are afforded 
cultural rights, they are forced to relinquish their economic and political power in support of the single-party 
state. 52  Newer African states, such as Botswana, Ghana, and Cape Verde, encourage globalization and 
consumerism, threatening traditional indigenous cultures. Currently, only 3 out of the 48 sub-Saharan nations, 
Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Uganda, have acknowledged the need to protect ethnic 
minorities.53 In areas of ethnic tension and division, such as in Sudan following the partition of North and South 
after decades of repression, within Kenya after the eruption of post-election ethnic violence, and across Nigeria, 
wracked by fractious sectarian strife, it is imperative that African nations develop legal and social instruments to 
protect and preserve cultural diversity. 

Europe 
Europe is becoming increasingly culturally diverse; an average of 12.2 percent of EU nations’ residents are 
immigrants.54 In countries such as Sweden, the foreign-born percentage is as high as 18.3%, while that of Poland 
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is a mere 1.6%. However, as the world is becoming increasingly intermixed, many European nations are growing 
more nationalistic, devaluing cultural diversity. Approximately 63% of Greeks and 53% of Italians believe that 
diversity worsens their country; only a third of Swedes, Britons, and Spaniards described ethnic diversity as 
favourable, the remainder either indifferent or opposed to diversity.55 As a result, immigrants and refugees are 
subject to inequality, suppression, and xenophobia due to the resentment felt by the majority of Europeans. For 
many European nations, the most pressing concern is the structural and institutional racism that is prevalent in 
the judicial and legal systems. By reforming their systemic forms of racism and oppression, governments may be 
able to foster racial tolerance and acceptance of ethnic differences. However, there is strong social opposition to 
cultural acceptance, posing a significant challenge to the implementation of such strategies. 

Asia 
Asia is home to a vast range of different ethnic groups. Papua New Guinea, for instance, is home to over 850 
different languages which is 15 percent of the world’s total.56 Similarly, India has over 2000 castes, eight major 
religions, and 22 different languages.57 With such a range of people, cultural diversity becomes much more 
complex and challenging to control. On the whole, Asian countries are becoming increasingly accommodating 
of ethnic and religious differences; however, some nations such as the Philippines, India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, 
China, and Indonesia are still in active pursuit of homogeneity. Resistance to such oppression has led to violence, 
genocide, civil wars, and even secession movements. As a result, many Asian countries are adopting new policies 
to accommodate minority groups, such as the recognition of indigenous rights in the Philippines, regional 
autonomy in Indonesia, and multinational federalism in Sri Lanka and India. Western education, political 
systems, and organizations promote multiculturalism, but they do not always suit the historical, demographic, 
and cultural needs of the region.58 Many Asian countries are aiming for the betterment of interethnic relations 
in partnership with social cohesion, but many long-standing traditions and entrenched institutional practices 
stymie ethnic equality. 

Discussion Questions 
1. To what extent does your nation protect and preserve cultural property?  

2. What has your country done to mend relations between historically oppressed and maltreated ethnic 
groups?  

3. Through what methods would your country aim to establish guidelines for enforcing cultural 
preservation? 

4. How has cultural individualism helped or hindered your country’s economic, political, social, and 
cultural facets?  
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5. What are the impacts on minority groups of discreet cultural suppression by powerful countries, 
corporations, and media? 

Additional Resources 
Investing in Cultural Diversity and Intercultural Dialogue: 
http://www.un.org/en/events/culturaldiversityday/pdf/Investing_in_cultural_diversity.pdf 

Explaining Ethnic and Racial inequality: 
http://open.lib.umn.edu/socialproblems/chapter/3-6-explaining-racial-and-ethnic-inequality/ 

Cultural Preservation and Protection: 
http://www.mesacc.edu/~bricl07041/un/hs/culture.pdf 

Culture in the Age of Globalization: 
https://doc-research.org/2018/06/culture-in-the-age-of-globalization/ 

Introduction into Sociology – Race and Ethnicity: 
https://opentextbc.ca/introductiontosociology/chapter/chapter11-race-and-ethnicity/ 
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Impunity for Crimes Against Journalists 

Overview 
“The press was to serve the governed, not the governors.”59 This idea, presented by former United States Supreme 
Court Associate Justice Hugo Black, is a fundamental principle in many democracies around the world. 
Nevertheless, distrust in journalism has escalated in recent years, with countries such as the United States—
despite having constitutionally enshrined freedom of speech over two centuries ago—attacking the credibility of 
its public media.60 In an ever-growing number of states, criticism from media has been received poorly, with 
governments harassing, kidnapping, and murdering journalists in an attempt to limit public awareness and 
consolidate power, thereby limiting democracy. The cycle of violence and intimidation against media 
professionals is alarming; more than 1,400 journalists and media workers were killed between 1992 and 2018. 
Critically, most of these attacks are left uninvestigated, with no one to hold governments accountable in the 
present climate of impunity.61 

In a world of increasing globalization, the spread of information often brings various points of contention from 
a myriad of global perspectives and contexts. Living in the era of instantaneous information has made the world 
considerably more transparent as information diffuses through media such as the Internet and television at 
unprecedented levels. However, it has also prompted many governments to suppress this newfound transparency 
through the adoption of laws and practices aimed to curtail freedom of information. According to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, “everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes 
freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through 
any media and regardless of frontiers.” 62 Despite this being a universally-accepted human right, numerous 
government agencies continue implement policies and practices which directly contradict this agreement, 
specifically through the restriction of news reporting, journalism, and the free press. 

Many journalists who report for international sources are often persecuted, imprisoned, or even murdered by 
authoritarian governments. The primary justification that nations have given for such persecution is that, in 
acquiring and reporting information, journalists break sovereign law and must therefore be punished. One of 
the key points of discussion for this topic is the need for international cooperation to ensure the safety of all 
foreign media correspondents, and one of the main challenges in handling this problem on the international 
scene is how the plausible enforcement of the Declaration. Especially in countries with tumultuous political 
climates, foreign reporters have no legal recourse to ensure that their rights are being upheld. 

On a domestic level, the conversation becomes grounded in ethics and morality when discussing the treatment 
of journalists. Journalists operating in their country of residence and employment often face persecution from 
their own governments, mainly due to dissenting political perspectives. In developing nations lacking strong 
institutions, news agencies and individual journalists who negatively critique the government are perpetually in 
                                                           
59 "Texts of the Supreme Court Decision, Opinions and Dissents in Times‐Post Case," New York Times, July 1, 1971, 
https://www.nytimes.com/1971/07/01/archives/texts-of-the-supreme-court-decision-opinions-and-dissents-in.html. 
60 LII Staff, “First Amendment,” Legal Information Institute, October 10, 2017, 
www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/first_amendment. 
61 Committee to Protect Journalists, “1442 Journalists and Media Workers Killed,” 
https://cpj.org/data/killed/?status=Killed&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&type%5B%5D=Journalist&type%5B%5D=Me
dia%20Worker&start_year=1992&end_year=2018&group_by=year. 
62 United Nations, “Universal Declaration of Human Rights,” http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/. 



Vancouver Model United Nations 2019  23 

danger of being brutally suppressed. More often than not, domestic reporters and journalists, when repressed, 
are not given the justice they deserve. 

Timeline 
December 10, 1948 — The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is ratified by 48 of the 58 then-Member States 
of the United Nations.63 

1958 — Russian-British social theorist Isaiah Berlin publishes “Two Concepts of Liberty,” a work establishing a 
framework for deciding what constitutes free speech and hate speech respectively.  

December 16, 1966 — The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights is adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly.64 

1978 — Deng Xiaoping rises to power in China following the death of Mao Zedong in 1976, moving to reform 
Chinese culture and society.  

July 29, 1993 — The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) proposes that May 3 be declared World Press 
Freedom Day in Resolution 1993/54 on the promotion of press freedom in the world.  

2001 — Following the September 11 attacks, the United States adopts the Patriot Act, giving the government 
unlimited power to undermine civil liberties, including freedom of speech and information. Journalists and news 
reporters can now be investigated if the topics they report on are deemed to threaten the state. 

2005 — The United Kingdom passes the Serious Organized Crime and Police Act, banning protests and 
unsponsored journalism within one kilometre of the Houses of Parliament. While approved permits may be 
given, this act is a restriction of freedom for journalists and reporters. 

December 20, 2006 — The UN General Assembly adopts the International Convention for the Protection of All 
Persons from Enforced Disappearance (ICPPED). 

November 23, 2009 — The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) calls the Filipino Maguindanao massacre the 
“single deadliest event for the press since 1992,”65 following the deaths of 27 journalists among the 57 total 
victims.66 

April 12, 2012 — First developed by UNESCO, the UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists and the Issue 
of Impunity is endorsed by the United Nations Chief Executives Board.67 

July 5, 2012 — The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) adopts Resolution 20/8 on the promotion, 
protection, and enjoyment of human rights on the Internet. 
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September 27, 2012 — UNHRC adopts Resolution 21/12 on the safety of journalists. 

November 2, 2013 — The UN General Assembly recognizes November 2 as the “International Day to End 
Impunity for Crimes Against Journalists.”68 

December 18, 2013 — The UN General Assembly passes Resolution 69/185 on the safety of journalists and the 
issue of impunity.69 

October 2018 — Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi is murdered inside the Saudi consulate in Istanbul, Turkey, 
reportedly due to his public stances unfavourable to the ruling Saudis. 

Historical Analysis 
Free journalism directly stems from the concept of free speech. Historically, the debate over the extent to which 
the general populace should have access to information is riddled with controversy and deep-rooted socio-
political implications. Traditionally, autocratic governments have threatened, persecuted, and limited the 
freedom of media, especially surrounding contentious issues. In contrast, more democratic and liberal sovereign 
states commonly approve of free speech, even when it criticizes the government itself. However, in both scenarios, 
governments have established frameworks for defining ethical means of acquiring information and created 
distinctions between reporting information and propagating hate speech and speech inciting violence. 

In many Western liberal democracies, free speech is weighted heavily as a fundamental freedom in written 
agreements. Along with the Magna Carta and the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, the French 
Déclaration des droits de l'homme et du citoyen de 1789 set a precedent for addressing the persecution of 
journalists on a domestic level. Echoing these pieces of national legislation, Article 19 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights set the international standard for freedom of information. 

Freedom of the press has always been a major point of historical controversy, since decisions on defining and 
enforcing this vague area of international law are difficult to make. However, throughout history, the demand 
for free press has been greatly apparent. With so many nations recognizing free speech as a fundamental human 
right, it is clear that, regardless of various socio-political differences that exist among states, this commonality 
demonstrates the international demand for freedom of information. 

In the political realm, it is important to be cognizant of the various past actions undertaken by nations which 
have the potential to be future solutions. For instance, Associate Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes of the United 
States Supreme Court outlined in a legal battle over the Constitution that “the principle of free thought is not 
free thought for those who agree with us but freedom for the thought we hate.” This set a precedent, at least 
within the United States, for what exactly qualifies as free speech through freedom of the press. While not directly 
mandating the absolute freedom of news and journalism, it did ensure that the state had no tolerance for crimes 
committed against journalists.  

Globalization of Information 
The biggest historical change that has given rise to this contemporary issue has been the rapid development and 
proliferation of the Internet. Essentially globalizing communication, the Internet has allowed individuals to 
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communicate across nearly all physical barriers. At the same time, it allows major news distributors and minor 
individual reporters to have a much more equal stage to share information and opinions; however, this new 
platform for global information has only raised issues for freedom of journalism in the form of cyber-boundaries. 
Currently, however, nations engaging in widespread censorship of information are not sanctioned 
internationally; multilateral accords have not yet adapted to fully regulate Internet media. 

As the Internet has increased in pervasiveness and scale, countries have had to adapt accordingly to its potential 
influence on people. Freeing control on information can lead to disastrous outcomes for authoritarian regimes, 
as it allows the people to freely associate, coalesce, and discover the wrongdoings of their government much 
more easily. For example, USSR leader Gorbachev's opening of the Union to international media provoked 
numerous separatist movements, eventually leading to the fall of the USSR.70 States have strong reason to 
maintain control over the press to maintain control over their people, and as a result, they have cracked down 
on every aspect of the Internet. Countries like China lack free Internet access, as many websites and international 
news outlets are blocked. The globalization of information has posed a new mechanism for social and political 
change, but authoritarian regimes have adapted against it, mitigating the impact of the Internet and the free press 
as a result. 

Case Study: China 
Throughout the history of China, suppression and restriction of information has been a common thread. An 
infamous example of China's tight grip on the press is their repression of the Tiananmen Square incident, 
commemorated every June around the world, except in its place of occurrence: China. On June 4, 1989, the 
Chinese government brutally opened fire on a group of protesters in Tiananmen Square. Following this incident, 
China swiftly cracked down on almost all civil liberties, especially regarding the press. A famous image emerged 
depicting a single man standing in front of a line of tanks in the square, dubbed “Tank Man,” and was quickly 
censored by the Chinese government. To this day, China denies the occurrence of a massacre event, and every 
June, media are censored heavily to remove any instances of the words “Tiananmen” and “June 4th.”71 

Examining contemporary Chinese society, the current paradigm is largely based on Deng Xiaoping's reforms in 
the 1980s. A member of the CPC who gradually rose to national prominence, Deng drove wide-ranging 
economic and social reforms until the 1990s. Believing that the nation’s progress was dependent on public 
education, China saw many students begin to be allowed to openly discuss social problems through newspapers 
and radio shows. This was monumental as it allowed for freedom of expression and opinion even when those 
opinions critiqued the government itself. Unlike the consolidated autocracy of previous leaders, Deng Xiaoping 
allowed the flourishing of free press and information.72 However, moving towards the current century, the 
globalization of information through the Internet has accompanied renewed broad-based media censorship. 

Past UN/International Involvement 
As previously discussed, Article 19 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights stands as the most prominent 
international clause that, albeit indirectly, protects journalists from state-backed crimes. However, there some 
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clear downsides regarding its wording; the phrase “regardless of frontiers” lacks a concrete and universal 
definition which might close loopholes currently being exploited.73 This vague phrasing creates problems in 
maintaining accountability—the Article should entrench inalienable rights, not ambivalent suggestions. 

United Nations 
In the sphere of public awareness, the United Nations has taken three main actions to bring attention to this 
issue. Firstly, and most notably, UNESCO has officially condemned the killings of journalists, despite numerous 
protests from various nations and rebel groups.74 It has also published articles giving detailed reports on nations 
committing crimes against specific journalists, including a translation of 10 individual stories from the Swedish 
Ilta-Sanomat newspaper.75 To increase public awareness, the UN has established the internationally-celebrated 
World Press Freedom Day, meant to honour and celebrate those journalists who have taken great personal risks 
in the pursuit of freedom of speech and to educate the public about the many challenges journalists face. 

UNESCO has also implemented many direct policies against free speech crackdowns. Firstly, the UN Plan of 
Action published by UNESCO outlines six main actions the UN will take to protect journalists: awareness-raising, 
policymaking, journalist-monitoring, capacity-building, academic research, and coalition-building. As a result, 
the plan has created various programmes such as the Cano World Press Freedom Prize, which honours 
individuals, organizations, and institutions that have significantly contributed to the building of safe 
environments for journalists. Secondly, UNESCO has established a work plan on the safety of journalists, which 
highlights the need for safe working environments, especially for foreign correspondents. This work plan calls 
for support and monitoring agencies to ensure the safety of reporters and the accountability of host nations. 
Thirdly, the actions set forth by the 2018 UNESCO Director-General Report on the Safety of Journalists and the 
Danger of Impunity show an analytical perspective on actions taken and, most importantly, provide opinions 
from various Member States on how different nations view such conflict, particularly those that often excuse 
crimes against journalists. 

Furthermore, in terms of capacity-building, one of the main categories indicated by the UN Plan of Action, three 
critical actions have been taken by UNESCO. To establish preventive measures for crimes against journalists, 
UNESCO has adopted a set of best practices, which nations are also encouraged to follow. Additionally, 
UNESCO has begun to deliver safety training programs to journalists, so they not only know how to report 
responsibly, but also are aware of their legal rights and protections abroad. This system registers reporters in a 
database, allowing them to more easily contact and gain assistance from the UN in times of peril. The last such 
strategy was the creation of journalist safety indicators which, based off historical data and metadata, provide a 
regularly-updated “danger scale” for geographical areas in which journalists may be reporting. 

Non-Governmental Organizations 
Shifting to international involvement, NGO engagement on this issue has yielded somewhat-fruitful results. 
Efforts from Amnesty International in particular have fostered greater safety prior to journalists travelling 
abroad, connecting them with various places to gain assistance in legal affairs if necessary. Meanwhile, 
Transparency International and Human Rights Watch have created reports further assisting in documenting 
which regions and nations pose the most significant dangers to reporters. Whilst the international community 
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has seen cooperation regarding this issue, continuing to involve as many actors as possible is key to pressuring 
anti-democratic states to reform their predatory practices. 

Current Situation 

Ambiguity in Law 
A large part of this issue lies in defining the specifics behind the freedom of speech and free press. Particularly, 
there is ambiguity as to what methods of acquiring information are acceptable, what repressive actions contradict 
the Declaration, and what should be done to uphold this fundamental human right. 

It is also important to note one of the major precedent-setting debates for this topic, this being the debate on the 
international legislation that is intended to guarantee the freedom of journalists and mark impunity for crimes 
as a legitimate legal issue for the UN. Everyone holds the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right 
includes the freedom to hold opinions without interference, and to seek, receive, and impart ideas through any 
media, regardless of barriers.76 While the importance of individual freedom has thus far been analyzed, it is 
equally important to understand the contexts in which it has been undermined. Many nations insist that their 
actions do not contradict this ratified piece document; a common justification is that when information is 
obtained without a nation’s approval, the release of it is unlawful, and therefore the journalist should be punished 
to the fullest extent of the law. A second rationale is that the article of the Declaration was written at a time in 
which information could not be transmitted as quickly, making it inapplicable in modern circumstances. Some 
nations argue that spreading news across the world at such unprecedented speeds undermines national security, 
and action should be taken to preserve public safety. Finally, many nations, especially those in political turmoil 
or civil war, feature rising rebellious organizations and insurgencies that do not recognize the United Nations as 
a body binding them, therefore, having little consideration for the rules the UN has established. 

Threats and Violence 
In order to control, influence, and contain dissenting thought, repressive governments often target the bulwarks 
for these opinions: journalists. By cracking down on journalists through threats, violence, and imprisonment, 
many regimes maintain a strong hold on the media, not only through direct force, but also through intimidation 
and self-censorship brought about by fear. The tactics used by governments include murder, abduction, 
harassment, intimidation, illegal arrest, and arbitrary detention. Since the early 1990s, roughly 1,300 journalists 
have been killed around the world, according to UNESCO and the Committee to Protect Journalists.77 Most 
recent killings have occurred in places like Syria, Iraq, and Yemen, although due not only to governments but 
also to insurgent and militant groups. 

Unfortunately, in the face of populist democracy and crumbling democratic institutions, many world leaders 
have begun to attack media, including U.S. President Donald Trump. His condemnation of media as “enemies 
of the people” has tarnished the perceived fairness of reporting and promoted an international narrative of 
impunity and repression. However, more concerning is his praise of dictatorships and repressive regimes, 
outwardly calling Putin, Xi, Kim, and Erdogan, among many others, “strong leaders.”78 The leader of the “free 
world” has failed to speak out against injustices against journalists, instead bolstering the actors that perpetrate 
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these crimes. The democratic role that the press plays can be contrary to many emerging leaders, but it must 
nevertheless be respected and cherished 

Government-Controlled Media 
State media are media outlets owned and operated by the state, controlled both financially and editorially. Not 
to be confused with publicly-funded media, state media often represent and advocate for the regime’s direct 
interests. They also often present more prescriptive media, offering viewers opinions or propaganda not to 
promote sales or views, but to promote an ideological agenda. In the Soviet Union, North Korea, and China, 
state media play an incredibly pervasive role in the daily lives of citizens; in each of these cases, what citizens 
know and is almost solely determined by the state. This gives the government unprecedented political sway, and 
allows them to promote the regime, bastardize opposition, and act as an ideological mouthpiece.79 

State media, especially when they exist in an environment of media isolation, are incredibly entrenched in society, 
often crowding out other media sources. When state media reach the point of total control, the regime has 
already successfully crushed any opposition and the majority of dissenting thought. As well, the pervasive nature 
of state media can create a dedicated viewer base, precluding the possibility for other outlets to exist. As an 
incredibly powerful political tool, state media is often deeply entrenched in repressive nations. However, under 
ideal market conditions and bolstered by liberalization policies, corporate and independent media can flourish, 
like it did after Soviet leader Gorbachev liberalized information before the fall of the USSR.80 

Self-Censorship 
Considering more macroscopic trends, many states around the world have fostered cultures of self-censorship, 
cultivated by press restrictions and governmental fears. For example, countries such as the United States have 
begun to exhibit growing self-censorship due to a strong fear of the government, especially from those espousing 
unpopular opinions. Self-censorship has grown in prevalence in recent years, since the public ostracization of 
dissenting journalists leads to career insecurity and fear of being called out by government-affiliated 
organizations for propagating “dangerous” information. The label of “fake news” has created fear among many 
journalists who value employment; even its arbitrary use by an influential figure could spell the end of a career. 
On the other end of the spectrum, more authoritarian regimes such as Russia and China have fully suppressed 
press freedom. Their political monopolies have led to widespread support of one perspective for an extended 
period of time, and as a result, repression of other opinions has reached the point where dissenting views are no 
longer afforded any mere shred of a platform. Additionally, nations such as Somalia, currently facing rampant 
human rights violations coupled with widespread corruption, see crimes against journalists as integral to 
maintaining their state when they more often undermine it. This problem has created a fragile foundation 
whereupon journalism is crippled by authoritarian tyranny. 

Case Study: Russia 
Since 2012, Russian President Vladimir Putin has consistently and unrelentingly attacked media and political 
opposition, taking every chance possible to consolidate his control over the country. On November 25, 2017, 
Putin promulgated legislation allowing the government to further block online content, websites, and any media 
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deemed to be acting as a “foreign agent.”81 Russia has used this legislation to block all U.S. media access to the 
Russian parliament and to crack down on Western media. This is only one of many examples of Russian 
repression of independent media and civil society, a pattern in which the Kremlin exploits legal structures to 
tightly restrict political freedom. 

Media freedom in Russia extends beyond just erecting legislative barriers and blocking online content. Russia 
has allegedly attacked and threatened journalists on numerous occasions, prosecuted journalists for working 
against the state, placed intense political pressure on dissenters, and facilitated rampant self-censorship of ideas. 
Russia’s state-driven media resources spew government-sanctioned propaganda reminiscent of Soviet-era 
Stalinist control and the judiciary has silenced many for “extremist thought” in an attempt to prevent political 
and social opposition. Putin has masterfully wielded the tools of autocracy to crack down on media, but this 
poses a major problem for the Russian people. When free information is lost, political climate is left where 
journalism and democracy are unable to flourish.82 

Case Study: Isioma Daniel 
In 2002, Nigerian journalist Isioma Daniel incensed the Muslim community through her articles about Prophet 
Muhammad and Miss World, which provoked riots that were elevated by state intervention, leaving over 200 
citizens dead.83 Among those killed were both the journalist herself and many of her supporters. This incident 
showed the brutality that journalists and champions face when going against popular doctrine, especially when 
these nations lack mechanisms to protect individual journalists.  

It is also notable to report the numerous UNESCO articles regarding the safety of journalists, many of which 
were published from the Director-General’s office. Of the 18 articles on this topic published in this fiscal year, 
17 came directly from the Director-General. Notably, these include the investigation urged by the Director-
General for the recent killing of journalist Sohail Khan in Pakistan and the condemnation of killing Saudi 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi, both of which occurred in the month of October.  

Potential Solutions and Controversies 

Defining Standards 
Under current agreements, tenuous definitions and descriptions of free speech and the crimes against it allow 
loopholes to be easily exploited by offending nations. This allows abjectly undemocratic and repressive acts to 
go unpunished, as countries can explain their way out of any unbefitting circumstances. These definitions should 
be clarified, and a proper enforcement mechanism should be developed and instituted. Specifically, this means 
addressing the ambiguity of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and strictly defining Article 19 to prevent 
the exploitation of legal loopholes. Next, there is a need to address the further actions UNESCO will take in order 
to build upon the mechanism put in place—how such a scheme should take shape and to what degree it should 
be responsible for monitoring or enforcing the Declaration. Precedent for punishments against nations which 
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continue to work with supposed impunity for their crimes must be set as well, creating a standardized ideal for 
proper legal recourse. 

Training Journalists 
Currently, the capacity-building section of the UN Plan of Action calls for the training of journalists going into 
dangerous fields, particularly to inform them of their legal rights and to equip them with the tools and skills 
necessary to report safely. When discussing possible solutions in UNESCO, delegates should draw from aspects 
of previously-successful mandates; training journalists is the best way of improving short-term journalist safety. 
Under the best practice documents, and UNESCO work plan for the safety of journalists, safety training currently 
consists of informing journalists of their legal rights while they simultaneously are given information about the 
local dangers they face when working. To build upon this, the committee has the option to advance these training 
procedures in a variety of ways to address individual concerns from various countries and regional groups. 
Regardless, journalists need to be made aware of the growing risks of their work, and as such, be better equipped 
to handle these dangers. 

Supporting Media 
In a healthy and functioning democracy, the press serves as an implicit check against the state, allowing for 
dissenting views and enabling the population to speak up against issues or decisions with which they disagree. 
When oppressive regimes trample free speech, they demolish the very institutions that would otherwise be 
standing up against these injustices. UNESCO should consider rebuilding these institutions or allowing 
international press organizations to fill such gaps. Allowing the dissemination of information and bolstering the 
media in repressive regimes, while completely counter to authoritarian power structures, is an ideal long-term 
solution to this topic. When the media is built up, it can criticize attacks against it, and begin to once again serve 
its intended purpose as a check against the state. However, in discussing this solution, it is important to discuss 
reality: many regimes and governments are incredibly averse to allowing the media to run free, without limitation. 
Dissenting opinions are far from accepted in all parts of the world, especially in autocracies bent on maintaining 
control. Finding ways to induce cooperation or promote a free press may prove successful, but it is vital to 
recognize that not every state is inclined to adopt democracy as readily as others may be. 

Advancing Democratic Values 
Short-term solutions can prove somewhat successful, but a long-term approach is often required to 
comprehensively address deeply-rooted issues. As such, completely eradicating impunity for crimes against 
journalists should be the committee’s primary objective, along with mitigating its current impacts. Beyond 
creating a mechanism for defining the Article 19 of the Declaration, creating a strict guide for punitive measures 
would be a strong deterrent against the persecution of journalists. In developing a long-term solution, delegates 
need to consider the root causes of media suppression. In countries where democracy is less valued than power, 
wealth, or superiority, dissenting views are threatening to existing power structures, which accordingly promote 
their eradication. Thus, the goal of the committee should be not only to protect journalists from the scourge of 
persecution, but to address the roots of persecution as well. This means promoting goodwill and democratic 
values globally, or at the very least, respect for the press and other democratic institutions. A gradual shift in 
political structures and attitude must take place in relation to the press; only then will journalists be able to report 
freely and fearlessly. 
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Bloc Positions 

Western Liberal Democracies 
Western liberal democracies such as Canada, Australia, and Germany, have policies strictly opposing crimes 
committed against journalists. In fact, many of these nations are home to reporters and correspondents 
persecuted abroad. In response, these nations, while seeking a solution, wish to punish those responsible for the 
injury and persecution of international journalists. Notably, these nations also support major news outlets which 
report on the murders and unlawful imprisonments of many independent reporters abroad. They are also the 
states where internal disruptions to journalism are often responded to with harsh critical social feedback, 
effectively precluding any anti-democratic suppression. Holistically this means that these nations are aiming to 
give the best protection to journalists abroad while allowing information to be spread across the globe truly 
“regardless of frontiers.”84 

Repressive Regimes 
This category comprises the majority of Africa and Asia, as well as various other authoritarian states around the 
world. These nations largely have entrenched cultures of press supervision and suppression. Certain 
comparatively-progressive nations, such as South Africa, have a limited open press under supervision from the 
government; the content of foreign reporting is closely monitored. While far from complete freedom, it serves 
as a rare African example of a nation with a somewhat free press. However, nations such as Syria exist on the 
other side of the spectrum, where the government has almost complete censorship and control of the press. As 
well, a number of these states are effectively international pariahs, rendering useless attempted international 
inducements toward press freedom. Repressive regimes may support free speech for the purpose of garnering 
international credibility and resources, but do not more broadly endorse democratic values. 

Russia and China 
These powerful nations have highly autocratic and controlling governments and are both leaders in the 
suppression of free journalism. Both Russia and China are noted to have committed countless crimes against 
journalists, virtually all of which with impunity. Moreover, they retain tight control of their physical and digital 
frontiers, particularly with firewalls and Internet censorship technology. China, for example, is noted to regularly 
block foreign media sources if they carry content deemed “offensive” to the nation. Thus, these nations are rather 
unsupportive of press freedom, and will oppose any measures deemed to threaten their sovereignty. 

Discussion Questions 
1. What is the current status of free speech in your state? Has this been the case historically? If not, what 

has changed? 

2. What actions has your country taken to ensure the safety of journalists, both at home and abroad? 

3. To what extent does your nation endorse punitive measures against countries that commit crimes 
against journalists? 

4. Through what mechanism would your country like to see the safety of journalists enforced 
internationally? 
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5. How can your state’s unique circumstances be reflected and considered in an all-encompassing solution? 

Additional Resources 
Safety of Journalists Database: 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/freedom-of-expression/safety-of-journalists 

UN Plan on Safety of Journalists:  
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/un-plan-on-safety-journalists_en.pdf 

Work Plan on the Issue of Impunity:  
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002223/222363E.pdf 

  

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/freedom-of-expression/safety-of-journalists
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/un-plan-on-safety-journalists_en.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002223/222363E.pdf
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