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Socialist Republic—two powerful-yet-opposing superstates. As vital reserves dwindle to 
nothingness, both sides are willing to sacrifice everything for resources, creating the largest-
scale conflict since the Second World War.  
 
While this conflict in many respects mimics those past, no further research is needed. 
Everything you need to prepare for the conference can be found in this Background Guide, 
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The Arctic War, 2080 

Overview 
Following the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, Europe has yet to be unified under one body of governance. In 
fact, the divide between East and West has continued to widen; Russia has isolated itself from the rest of the 
world, hoping to recreate the power that it once had in the 20th century. As Karl Marx once stated, “History 
repeats itself, first as tragedy, second as farce”; indeed, the international community has once again been 
presented with a conflict filled with tension and uncertainty—a conflict that could end humankind. As 2080 
approaches and vital natural resources are near extinction, several nations have set their eyes on the Arctic as a 
source of resources, and by extension, survival. With Canada, the United States, and China having declared their 
non-participation in any imminent war, the conflict boils down to two major powers: the European Federation 
and the Russian Socialist Republic. 

After nearly two centuries of fossil fuel burning and environmental destruction, humans have nearly exhausted 
the finite supplies of survival essentials; it is now or never to save the planet 11 billion people call home. While 
technological advancements have flourished in the last decade, the intensive research for fossil fuel alternatives 
requires both resources and time, neither of which is tenable in such dire times. The win over Arctic territory 
would undoubtedly pivot the world in a better direction, one that buys time and allows for further research into 
global resource acquisition; however, with the largest global conflict since the Second World War on the verge 
of breaking out, one thing has become clear—not everyone will survive, and only one side will win. During World 
War II, the Western world rallied together to topple Hitler’s Nazi Germany, but the Soviet Union played an 
integral, if not the most critical, part in that victory. This time, however, not only will the Western world be short 
their fiercest ally, but their worst nightmare of an opponent has become a harsh reality. 

The European Federation has initiated a series of emergency meetings; with the international political 
community under immense pressure, continental officials have convened to determine the future actions of 
Europe. The Federation has been incredibly verbal with its intentions on social media, with the United 
Kingdom’s premier stating last year, “We [Europe] will not back down from this war, the land in the Arctic is 
rightfully ours, and we will claim it and make full use of it.” International media sources, led by the BBC, have 
repeatedly reported the European Federation’s frustration over the brewing conflict, to which there seems to be 
no end in sight. Improvements in the technological sector have now given countries the ability to use 
cyberwarfare on a massive scale as a means of both assault and protection. With technology at its most advanced 
level yet, the conflict in 2080 is as much a digital battle as it is a physical one.  

On the other hand, while Europe has expressed its frustrations over the aggression of the Russian military, the 
Eastern side has remained relatively quiet about its ambitions and tactics. Due to its gradual disconnection from 
the outside world, Russia has gained a superior level of self-sufficiency; the nation has only three main trading 
partners and virtually no information or resources crossing its borders. Russia, in the span of 60 years, has 
become a hermit nation; its lack of dependence on other countries is unparalleled, and nobody outside its borders 
truly understands the workings of the mysterious-yet-indisputable powerhouse. However, the international 
community does know one thing: with Russian power ever-increasing, the potential for destruction is 
unimaginable. 

As Joseph Stalin once remarked, “The only real power comes out of a long rifle.” Although the world today is 
completely different from that of the Soviet revolutionary, his remarks nonetheless hold true. However, this time, 
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it will take more than mere gunpower to win—much more. In an era of global reliance on cyberstructures, a 
single gesture at a screen can cause more destruction and chaos than an army of a million soldiers. Therefore, 
the national cyber-counterintelligence agencies of both Europe and Russia have now become the greatest assets 
of each nation’s military prowess, not the number of men or the most powerful guns and tanks. Rather, with the 
Internet more powerful than ever, cyber actions play a key role in determining the next move, marking the 
difference between life and death. While physical combat in the Arctic will undoubtedly still be a necessity, there 
is much more to this war than at the last time East met West. 

Timeline 
1991 — The Soviet Union collapses; the Russian Federation is established as its successor. 

1993 — The European Union (EU) is formally created through the Maastricht Treaty. 

2016 — U.S. President Donald Trump is sworn into office following elections confirmed to have been tainted by 
Russian interference. 

2018 — Russian-British double agent Sergei Skripal is poisoned in Salisbury, United Kingdom with the Novichok 
nerve agent. In response, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the European Union halt all trade with the 
Russia to deter further attacks on Western democracy. 

2020 — U.S. President Donald Trump is displaced from the presidency, but subsequent federal leaders garner 
immense support from non-renewable fuel industries. 

2020 — Northern Ireland secedes from the United Kingdom and merges with the Irish Republic to forms the 
United Republic of Ireland. As a result, the Brexit agenda is forsaken and the United Kingdom is forced to remain 
in the European Union. 

2027 — Following the Russian Federation’s refusal to bow to Western threats following continued interference 
in democratic elections, the state officially severs ties with all Western nations. 

2030 — The EU’s membership swells to 34 nations with the addition of several Eastern European states. 

2032 — The Russian Federation is reconstituted as the Russian Socialist Republic following wide-ranging 
internal reforms. 

2043 — Russia completes the construction of a 20,241 km wall around its border, physically isolating the nation 
from the rest of the world. 

2044 — Russia launches a campaign of expansion in Europe, invading Ukraine and Belarus. 

2053 — The United States withdraws from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 

2055 — The European Union transitions from a supranational confederation to a unified sovereign state, retitled 
the European Federation. 

2056 — Immeasurably weakened after losing U.S. support, NATO disbands. 

2057 — The European Armed Forces (EAF) framework is formalized and implemented, merging all European 
military forces and assets with the goal of counteracting Russian advancements. 
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2060 — The U.S. cedes Alaska to Canada in exchange for use of the Northwest Passage. 

2062 — Norway and Iceland join the European Federation. 

2068 — Russia concludes its campaign in Europe, annexing the majority of former Soviet states. 

2065 — Europe signs the Northwest Passage Agreement (NWPA) with Canada, establishing a permanent 
military presence in the Arctic to protect the valuable trade route. 

2072 — Russian official Igor Strovchev defects, revealing much of the communist state’s activities of the past 
half-century. The international community is sent into a mass state of paranoia, sparking a worldwide military 
buildup. 

2079 — Global climate analysts note heat waves and temperatures extremes as the worst in recorded history. 

2080 — Following a decrease in Russian trade with its allies, such as China, the state sets its sights on the newly-
discovered resource deposits of the European-controlled Arctic Circle. 

Historical Analysis 

Global History, 2018–2080 
Over the past six decades, the greatest shift in international relations has been the reconstituted Russian Socialist 
Republic. Following U.S. President Donald Trump’s displacement in the 2020 presidential election, after which 
he was succeeded by a series of Democratic presidents, the Russian Federation refused to cooperate with powers 
of the Western world, most notably the United States and the European Union. The following 60 years were 
characterized by ever-changing natural dynamics, including a major progression in climate change and the 
depletion of critical natural resources. 

In 2027, the Russian Federation officially cut ties with all Western states, though nations such as the People’s 
Republic of China and the Syrian Arab Republic vowed to support it by any means necessary, despite a refusal 
to collaborate with the U.S., the EU, and the majority of the UN. China is assumed to have supplied Russia with 
basic necessities in food and raw materials, as well as military equipment and personnel throughout the Russian 
invasions of smaller European nations. However, with constant pressure in the form of widespread tariffs proved 
successful in diminishing Chinese exports to the hermit state. 

The entirety of the 2020s and 2030s witnessed tension build between Russia and the outside world. With Russia 
withdrawing its diplomatic representatives abroad, the international community was left in the dark and saw no 
progress in rebuilding the relationship; the UN was left to continue without one of its most vocal members. 
While this may initially have seemed beneficial, it created a significant gap in international understanding and 
exchange. 

In 2044, the Ruthenian Revolution began. The newly-named Russian Socialist Republic, having been in a state 
of isolation for over 20 years, had gathered enough resources and influence in Eastern Europe to make its first 
move on the international stage. Catching Europe off guard, Russian troops breached the eastern border of 
Ukraine, swiftly making their way to the capital of Kiev. Understanding that failure to comply would be 
existentially harmful to the Ukrainian state, left-wing President Alexei Hordiyenko quickly surrendered to Russia. 
With a similar incident in Belarus occurring the following year, the international community became 
increasingly distressed; the Russian silence was already problematic enough, now the absorption of European 
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nations provided an even larger and more effective platform for the Republic to oppose the Federation and the 
rest of the world.  

By 2060, Russia had nearly completed its reunification of former Soviet states. With the exception of the smaller 
Baltic states—Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania—Russia had wrested control of every other historically-affiliated 
nation and now held nearly five percent of the world’s population. Meanwhile, resources from China continued 
to roll in, albeit at a lower rate, with the anticipation of a global conflict on the horizon. By 2068, Russia had 
resurrected the entirety of the Soviet Union, with Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia ultimately being forced to rejoin 
at the risk of their very survival. 

At the same time, the world felt the worst effects of climate change in human history, reaffirming how close 
humanity truly is to the end. The year 2073 recorded an all-time high temperature of 68.3°C in Death Valley, 
California, surpassing the 2020–2040 average by more than 10.0°C and demonstrating the effects of global 
warming across the planet. That same year, the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
recorded an 18.0-inch increase in the sea level of the Pacific Ocean from 2018, threatening major coastal cities 
across the world. The burning of fossil fuels continued to be essential to the progress of countries; thus, fighting 
over oil in the Arctic remains a paramount priority. Due to Russia’s intensive military campaigns in Eastern 
Europe, the prioritization of growing sustainable technology fell behind; in the minds of government officials, 
the threat of the destruction of European sovereignty was far more imminent than that of climate change. 

In 2080, with militaries and technology more efficient and powerful than humanity has ever witnessed, the 
European Federation and the Russian Socialist Republic seek to retrieve the precious resources of the Arctic. 

European History, 2018–2080 
The European Union faced the greatest challenges to its existence in 2019, with tension surrounding Brexit 
negotiations and the rise of nationalists in Poland and Hungary. The planned secession of the United Kingdom 
threatened the sovereignty of the European Union as a whole; in particular, the nationalistic sentiments echoed 
by rising political parties throughout the Union polarized debate between member states. Brexit was particularly 
problematic for Northern Ireland due to its border with the Republic of Ireland being the only land border 
between the United Kingdom and the European Union. In the 2016 Brexit referendum, Northern Ireland had 
voted to remain in the European Union, in part due to the historical ties and close integration of the island as a 
whole. Furthermore, Northern Ireland did not wish to risk being excluded from the European Single Market and 
EU Customs Union. In 2020, Northern Ireland held a referendum on joining the Republic of Ireland after a 
disastrous outlook for Brexit. In compliance with the Good Friday Agreement of 1998, a 72-percent majority 
voted to leave the United Kingdom and proceeded with Irish unification, thus forming the United Republic of 
Ireland. The Brexit deal then began to fall apart; after Northern Ireland’s withdrawal, Scotland, which had also 
voted overwhelmingly to remain in the EU, threatened to separate from Great Britain if Brexit proceeded. Faced 
with the threat of a disintegrating state, the British government was forced to abandon Brexit negotiations and 
remain in the EU. The Union had thus overcome the threat of fracturing, and the failure of Brexit guaranteed 
that another attempt at secession would be unlikely in the near future.  

By 2030, the rest of the Western Balkans—Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Kosovo, Montenegro, Albania, and 
Macedonia (FYROM)—successfully joined the EU, increasing its membership to 34 nations. The following two 
decades marked a shift within Western Europe towards a truly economically-unified bloc with a single scheme 
covering all aspects of trade and commerce. The Union enjoyed unfettered free movement between nations and 
fully adopted the euro as its common currency. All 34 nations also joined the Schengen Area, dissolving all 
internal borders and making the EU a single sovereign jurisdiction. 
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The return of communism in Russia during the 2040s sparked debate in the EU regarding social welfare and the 
rise in unemployment due to technology. Accompanying the Automation Revolution, intelligent machines took 
over low-skilled jobs, causing unemployment to skyrocket, surpassing 35 percent. Advancements in medicine 
also dramatically decreased the mortality rate and increased life expectancy to around 90 years; consequently, 
the dependency ratio in Europe became incredibly high. In response, the EU introduced universal basic income 
and social welfare programs, but an increase in anti-communist sentiments led to protests against these 
initiatives. Demonstrations against the new changes occurred most frequently in Eastern European states 
bordering Russia, where citizens objected to the implementation of changes perceived as reflecting a shift 
towards socialist policies. Some protesters accused the government of being “communist conspirators” secretly 
influenced by Russia. The events solidified Europe’s animosity and distrust towards Russia, and as a result of the 
protests, the European Federalist Party gained popularity, and support for European integration and democracy 
surged. 

In an effort to strengthen cooperation within the EU and increase solidarity among its members, steps were taken 
to develop the political system into that of a federation in 2055; the European Union was renamed the European 
Federation to reflect the change and a single European Constitution was established in place of multinational 
treaties. While the European Parliament and the judicial system remained largely unchanged, the European 
Council, a strategic institution composed of national leaders, became merely an informal summit. Taking on 
more legislative and executive responsibilities, the European Commission, comprising Commissioners 
analogous to other states’ ministers and secretaries, became the Federation’s executive cabinet. To regain the 
significant influence the Council once held, it was decided that the members of the Commission would be 
nominated by the Parliament and officially appointed by the “Council of the Federation” (in effect the old 
European Council). Accompanying these reforms, the Federation’s legislative powers were broadened to 
encompass areas previously under national jurisdiction, including foreign affairs, taxation, and criminal law. 
Unlike the previous Union, the Federation’s power was concentrated in a centralized government as opposed to 
individual countries, enabling the adoption of more cohesive policies and a collective political approach. 

Following Russia’s annexation of former Soviet states in the 2050s, the United States withdrew from NATO, 
citing America’s disproportionately high contributions to NATO’s budget in comparison to Europe and the 
organization’s failure to defend nations against Russian annexation as key reasons for withdrawal. With the 
alliance’s inability to prevent the Russian aggression it was originally created to keep in check, NATO was 
deemed a failure. Subsequently, relations with the United States became tense; however, the parties remained 
cooperative due to their shared goal of opposing communism. Without the U.S., the largest contributor to both 
its armed forces and funds, NATO was dissolved in 2056.  

In the absence of NATO and in the spirit of the recent unification of Europe, the military plan to defend against 
Russia had to be redesigned. The European Federation resolved to combine its national armed forces with the 
goal of creating a unified army able to match that of the impending Russian threat. The resulting scheme was 
built upon the protocol known as the Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO), established in 2018. PESCO 
endeavoured to consolidate the armies of the bloc into a permanent military structure to optimize mobility and 
distribution. In 2057, the European Federation formalized the European Armed Forces (EAF). The framework 
included a common defence policy, new headquarters in Berlin, and unified military command. Moreover, the 
European Defence Fund (EDF) was established under the EAF to disburse assets across the continent. Without 
the divide between states created by differing obligations to NATO, a unified collective security approach was 
adopted by the state. Since internal borders had become impractical following the integration of all former states 
into the Schengen Area, the EAF focused on relocating forces to the Federation’s periphery. Russia’s gradual 
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advancement westwards also prompted the focus of reinforcements on the eastern front. Ultimately, the promise 
of security and protection against Russia prompted Norway and Iceland to fully accede to the Federation in 2062. 

The mid-2060s saw a surge of European interest in Arctic resources as receding ice sheets uncovered valuable 
deposits of oil and natural gas. Although there had been a shift toward clean energy since the start of the 21st 
century, in previous decades, political agendas and influential oil companies had stalled the energy shift. Europe 
still greatly depended on rapidly-depleting natural resources such as coal and oil to keep its industries 
functioning; generating electricity, transportation, powering factories, and obtaining minerals. In response to 
growing fears of energy dependence on foreign nations, the European Energy Policy was established to efficiently 
regulate and distribute energy supplies. 

The European Federation progressed towards economic globalization over the next decades as the world’s 
economies became increasingly interconnected through trade and immigration. Of key importance were the 
northern trade routes across the Arctic Ocean from Scandinavia to East Asia. As sea ice melted, the newly-
accessible waters enabled navigation routes for trade with East Asia that cut distances and increased trade. 
However, since the Northeast Passage is north of Russia and transverses Arctic territorial claims, Europe chose 
to use the Northwest Passage in Canadian waters instead. The negotiations for access and ownership of the 
Passage led to the signing of the Northwest Passage Agreement in 2065, a bilateral treaty to protect the trade 
route. In exchange for using the trade route, Europe was expected to contribute funds and military personnel to 
protect the Passage. 

With the discovery of large pockets of natural resources in the Arctic, the European Federation sought to swiftly 
claim the resources in the Arctic that fell within its territorial jurisdiction; nations Norway, Iceland, and 
Denmark all had claims on territory within the Arctic Circle. The Federation established Arctic bases to protect 
essential resources, such as oil rigs, in the north above Russia. Furthermore, considering that the value of 
European Arctic control also lay with the trade routes across the Arctic Ocean, ports around the Arctic saw a 
large increase in infrastructure development and upgraded security. 

The world’s population hovered around 10.5 billion people heading into 2070, double the figure only 80 years 
earlier. Experts expressed their concerns about having reached the Earth’s capacity to sustain humans. Although 
the population increase was not as extreme as in countries such as India, resource demand exploded as the middle 
class grew in Europe. Commodities such as meat, automobiles, infrastructure, and consumer goods became more 
unaffordable. Finite resources, such as oil, were also depleted rapidly. Urbanization terraformed farmland into 
cities and the subsequent loss of crops in mainland Europe led to an increase in agricultural imports. The 
Federation also faced a critical water shortage after industries polluted water sources with toxins and waste, 
ultimately becoming dependent on Canada to supply 30 percent of its drinking water. Meanwhile, imports of 
drastically-depleted resources stalled as the exporting nations held onto their own resources, severely increasing 
prices. 

By the time Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia had defected to the Russian side, the European Federation had a united 
approach to economic, political, and defence policies, and was more connected than ever through the EAF. 
Nevertheless, the Baltic secession was seen as a betrayal by the remaining nations in the Federation, and 
consequently created instability among the national governments, raising concerns over the strength of borders 
and the longevity of the union. In response, Article 50, the clause allowing nations to withdraw from the 
Federation, was abolished, and secession was declared unconstitutional and a threat to federal unity. The leaders 
of the 36 constituent nations of the Federation subsequently agreed to take on the title of “premier” of their 
respective territories. Following the Russian leaks of 2072, Europe became openly hostile towards Russia, 
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condemning its human rights violations and imperialistic, Orwellian rule. As tensions rose, the European 
Federation began mobilizing troops, reinforcing the Russian border, and fortifying bases in the Arctic in 
preparation for the impending conflict. 

Russian History, 2018–2080 
Alarmed by an increase in Russian attacks on world democracy over the course of the early 21st century, including 
confirmed findings of Russian meddling in the 2016 United States election and the attempted use of the 
Novichok nerve agent to poison ex-Russian spy Sergei Skripal in 2018, all members of both NATO and the EU 
signed an agreement to simultaneously suspend all trade with Russia in an attempt to halt its attacks on their 
democracies. The destruction of ties between the modern democratic world and Russia caused an abrupt halt to 
all Russian media, exports, and negotiations, including Russia’s resignation from the United Nations on May 23, 
2027, essentially isolating the country from the outside world.  

Shortly thereafter, Russia’s spiral into solitude worsened with its decision to revoke all citizenships held by 
Russians living abroad. This mass human rights crisis was heavily attacked by the U.S. and EU; therefore, with 
the Russian government seemingly undergoing secret developments and with no desire for World War III, 
discussions of gradually removing tariffs percolated through European governments. However, with a heavily-
offended and extremely-patriotic Russian government unwilling to communicate, despite mass protests and riots, 
these talks eventually fizzled out. 

The mass revocation of citizenship caused great anger in the more left-leaning Russian subjects of Leningrad, 
Kaliningrad, Pskov, and Novgorod, sparking an intense civil conflict that would last for six months, shaking the 
country to its core and ultimately redefining its very face. Either outcome would have a drastically different effect 
on Russia’s political, social, and economic policies, meaning that the soldiers were fighting for their version of 
Russia’s future. After the end of the brutal aforementioned civil war, which saw the army ferociously destroying 
all rebel troops while taking heavy losses, two major events took place that would shape the country’s direction 
for decades to come. 

The first incident that took place in this transitional stage was the change of title from the Russian Federation to 
the Russian Socialist Republic, morphing into a state similar to that of what it had been when it formed the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics. Its purpose was twofold: to show Russian citizens that the state completely disagreed 
with Western ideologies and to express to the world that this new regime was there to stay. The newly-installed 
authoritarian government eradicated any and all signs of dissent, with policemen having the right to arbitrarily 
arrest any person they suspected of illegal activity. Second, the country secretly began diverting all funds from 
foreign trade and investment into its army, manufacturing, cities, and people; this not only helped strengthen its 
defences but also raised overall levels of satisfaction with the government, helping to create a thriving communist 
society that was self-sustaining, well-liked, and well-armed. 

This social success was in part due to the economic strategies that the new government implemented shortly 
after it came into power. Using ideas conceived in Stalin’s five-year economic plans, Russia began to morph its 
economy from that of a free market to a centrally-planned structure. Steps were taken to begin nationalizing 
Russia’s core industries, fossil fuels and mining, while simultaneously collectivizing farms and production 
facilities across the country. In response to protests from long-standing wealthy families who stood to lose the 
most from Russia’s economic transition, the government provided an ultimatum: submit to progress and prosper 
or retaliate and die. In doing so, Russia was able to forge new allies while concurrently tightening its grip on its 
vital resources. Another important aspect of the transition was the implementation of an effective national 
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transportation system with the ability to quickly disperse goods and services across the vast country, allowing 
for both an increase in economic efficiency and civilian satisfaction. 

Russia’s evolution into a communist country went surprisingly smoothly; most of society effectively welcomed 
the change, and, with a lack of opposition, conflict with the government essentially disappeared. Of the many 
changes that occurred, one of the most notable was the outright banning of free media. All media had to first go 
through the government filters, with anti-communist clips being censored and “free speech” becoming nothing 
more than a hazy memory. To increase security, a nationwide effort was embarked on: to create an all-
encompassing border wall. Constructed from Russia’s massive metal and stone reserves, the gargantuan 20,241-
kilometre wall was finally completed in 2043 and monitored by vast numbers of security cameras, guards, and 
military personnel. This, paired with its highly effective port protection agency, isolated Russia from all 
happenings in the rest of the world, making it not only inaccessible from the outside but also seemingly 
impossible to leave from within. 

For the Russian government, this did not mark the time to decrease development. Seeing the major economic, 
political, and social growth in the European Federation, Russian leaders were forced to push on for fear of 
European dominance. Cognizant of the vast amounts of resources produced in former Soviet Europe, in 2044, 
Russia annexed the countries of Ukraine and Belarus, using the growing unrest in the nations to its advantage 
by swiftly assuming control of their militaries, governments, and citizens. The ease of this transition could not 
be timelier for the Russian government; both had propelled socialist leaders into government at the time. IN 
both instances, the states’ forces did not fight back; rather, they cooperated with the Russians in all aspects. In 
the case of Belarus, accession to Russia took less than 12 hours, officiated with the simple signing of a document. 
With these populations now adhering to the political rules set by the newly-expanded Russian Socialist Republic, 
this represented a terrible loss for the European Federation. After garnering significant approval in these nations, 
Russia continued to take over European ex-Soviet countries, the final transition of Latvia in 2068 bringing Russia 
back to its full former glory. 

In seeing a similar resource specialization to Soviet times, the new government implemented a modernized five-
year economic plan which included the collectivization of farms and industry, the nationalization of private 
natural resource firms, and the development of infrastructure throughout the Republic. To maintain high citizen 
satisfaction, a different route was taken, one promoting wellness, jobs, and education. As well, by implementing 
an extremely Eastern-biased education system likened to the North Korean propaganda of the late 20th century, 
the Republic inspired anti-Western sentiment throughout its population, providing an increase in loyalty to both 
the Russian army and the Republic as a whole. Altogether, this helped the Republic thrive where the former 
Soviet Union had failed. 

However, this all changed in 2072. With the harrowing escape of former government official Igor Strovchev and 
consequent reporting of the increase in Russia’s security and production, the international community went on 
red alert. Countries all over the globe began increasing military spending, with nationalistic tendencies rising 
sharply. While former leaders had gained positions through charisma and intellectual influence, more recent 
officials were able to win votes by berating the public with messages of imminent destruction being the result of 
inadequate military spending. A direct consequence of this was seen in the rise of military enlistment rates; fear 
had been instilled and was beginning to spread. 

With increasing military growth and rising resource use, a problem was beginning to form in Russia. With 
limited foreign trade, resources were running dry; the Chinese were becoming less lenient in their quality and 
quantity of exports, and all other countries had severed economic ties. To protect themselves from the growing 
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European army, Russia’s need for security continued to increase, leading officials to begin searching for other 
ways to fulfil the nation’s ever-growing energy needs. With a majority of vehicles still running on extremely-
depleted fossil fuels, it was understood that a major fuel source was necessary for the continuation of the Republic. 

Therefore, in 2080, the Russian government began to plan the extraction of natural resources from the Arctic 
Circle. However, with both the European Federation and Canada claiming the territory, war was known to be 
the inevitable outcome. 

Current Situation 

European Federation 

Political 
As of 2080, the European Federation functions as a single sovereign state composed of multiple semi-
autonomous constituent nations. Executive decision-making falls to the European Commission, which consists 
of a number of Commissioners, each with a specific portfolio. The Commission is responsible for the prosperity 
of the Federation as a whole. Within the Federation, the state premiers command majorities in state assemblies 
and represent their territories at the federal level. For instance, the premiers of France and many of the Nordic 
nations are currently affiliated with the left-wing Party of the European Left, while nations like Germany and 
Poland favour the right-wing Europe People’s Party. All premiers gather biannually in the forum known as the 
Council of the Federation 

The European Parliament is currently controlled by the Europe People’s Party, a conservative movement 
championing self-reliance and European nationalism. However, their rival, the socialist Party of the European 
Left, has been gaining popularity due to the communist shift in the East. Although the party is not nearly as 
radical as Russia, they still argue for policies such as universal basic income. The next quinquennial federal 
elections will take place in 2082; with the current turbulent nature of European politics, drastic political upsets 
could occur. The highest court in the Federation is the European Court of Justice (ECJ), overseen by the 
Commissioner for Justice. 

Economic 
The European Federation is a single economic area and retains the title of the largest economy in the world. It 
uses the euro as its official currency, and virtually all economic policies, such those relating to agriculture, apply 
at the federal level. The Federation encourages globalization and maintains free trade agreements with over 40 
nations, including Canada, Mexico, and those in the Caribbean and West Africa. However, the disparity of 
wealth between states is a key cause for the political divide between socialist and conservative parties. In addition, 
the Federation no longer conducts trade with Russia and has tense relations with China; instead, most of its 
foreign interactions consist of trade with former NATO members and Southeast Asia. Relations with Canada are 
very positive due to shared interests in the Arctic pertaining to the NWPA, and the Federation’s reliance on 
Canada for clean water. In exchange, Canada depends on the Europe to supply machinery, automotive 
equipment, and pharmaceutical products.  

Although there has been a global movement towards green energy and sustainable practices, the big industries 
of Europe are still reliant on oil and natural gas. Consumers also often prefer to buy plastics and use non-
renewable resources as they are more affordable than their sustainable alternatives. Furthermore, there is 
currently an alarming decline in the sustainability of resources such as food, water, and fuel within Europe. 
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Although they have not been depleted yet, a crisis due to resource shortage is inevitable if nothing is done to 
remedy the issue. Temperatures across Europe have also risen an average of 8.2˚C since 2021, leading to hotter 
summers, milder winters, and an increase in the frequency of natural disasters and extreme weather. Heat waves 
and temperatures recorded in 2079 were the worst in history, and it is expected that the dangerous trend will 
continue. 

As citizens of a developed nation and global superpower, Europeans enjoy benefits such as universal health care 
and free public education. Communications in the public and private sector are rapid, and the industry is 
dominated by technology syndicates. Drone delivery is commonplace, having largely replaced the manual postal 
service, and most people travel by supersonic aircraft or high-speed train networks within the EF. In addition, 
monetary transactions almost exclusively virtually, with the help of e-transfer and cryptocurrency. However, 
with the global reliance on technology, cybersecurity is an urgent issue that poses an increasingly large threat. 

Military 
Spurred by the fear of war in the near future, the Federation recently held a referendum on conscription, with 
an overwhelming 79 percent of voters supporting mandatory military service. For adult citizens deemed fit to 
serve, a six-month mandatory military term is required. The European Armed Forces, headquartered in Berlin, 
have now been established for 23 years, and thus the chain of command has been solidified. Various components 
include the Navy, Air Force, Army, and Cyber Operations Division. While retained, nuclear weapons remain a 
last resort, for the mutually-assured destruction between powers still holds. 

Russian Socialist Republic 

Political 
The foundation laid by the former Soviet Union was extremely helpful to Russia’s revival of the communist 
system; the Russian government understood what aided and hindered the regime. The Communist Party-
dominated Council of Ministers, composed of officials each responsible for a different aspect of the nation, is 
accountable for the success of the Republic. 

Due to the quick transition from a democratic to a communist regime, the government immediately increased 
public services in an effort to increase popularity while recovering from the early economic losses of halting 
international trade. This was an intelligent move, as they were able to rebuild official institutions without 
excessive adversity. However, this created a separate problem, as the government was now required to continue 
supporting these services in fear of increased social unrest. As resources depleted, the government decided to 
divert public funds into the more-important military budget; therefore, lowering public satisfaction. If the state 
wishes to continue ruling over an obedient population, an increase in social spending is an unquestionable 
necessity. As many parts of Russia directly border the European Federation, they are much more susceptible to 
Western influence; therefore, it is necessary for the government to control them in fear of dire economic, social, 
and political consequences. 

Economic 
With a well-implemented centrally-planned economic system in place, Russia’s economic status has proven to 
be sustainable when resources remain in place; however, the decrease in resource availability has begun to take 
its toll. With an immense amount of the country’s industry depending on fossil fuels, the fluctuation in resources 
has a major influence on the success of the state. At the beginning of Russia’s communist regime, government 
approval rates soared due to increased production of oil and natural gas; consequently, increased gas prices led 
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to protests and riots against the government. The continued unbridled consumption of resources has been, and 
will be, detrimental to the success of the Republic. 

Due to the importance of building a strong army to fortify the country, leading Russian scientists in the field of 
renewable resources were instead called upon to help improve the military; this led to stagnation in sustainable 
energy development. Furthermore, due to Russia’s large size and immense resources, resource sustainability was 
not a consideration until recently. Therefore, there was no real incentive to pursue these technologies, forcing 
the country today to be even more dependent on non-renewable resources. As well, due to Russia’s isolation 
from the rest of the world, limited trade means that all breakthroughs must be developed inside Russian borders. 
Even though foreign countries have created technologies that decrease dependency on fossil fuels, the ability to 
transfer these innovations to Russian production plants is extremely limited. 

Military 
The Russian government has shown that it believes its militaristic capabilities must continuously be improved 
through immense investment into the country’s naval, aerial, and ground forces. As the actions, policies, and 
stances taken on by the government directly oppose European values, the creation and sustenance of a military 
has allowed for greater authority over the people. Sadly, in the early stages of militaristic growth, the state 
depended on non-renewable resources to fuel the military; therefore, the current forces are still largely reliant on 
a continuous flow of fossil fuels. Although there is no formal conscription, all students over the age of 13 are 
required to train with the armed forces for a minimum of 5 years, whereafter most join the reserves. This has 
allowed for the creation of an disproportionately huge army, securing Russia from almost any external attack. 

Canada and United States 
Although still a global power, the United States has experienced a shift in international policy from global 
dominance to isolationism. While the U.S. retains much of its large military arsenal, it has adopted a non-
interference policy completely different from its early 21st-century role as the “world police.” Only after 50 years 
of uncontrolled exploitation of natural resources initiated by former President Donald Trump’s “Clean Coal & 
Cleanest Gas” policy did the country finally agree to a carbon tax to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. In the 
2050s, instability and chaos in South America led to the catastrophic influx of millions of refugees on the nation’s 
southern border. With the refugee crisis to the south, the government realized it lacked the resources to protect 
the Alaskan border from the growing Russian threat. Thus, in 2060, the U.S. ceded Alaska to its neighbouring 
ally, Canada, to defend. In addition, in exchange for Alaska, Canada allowed the U.S. to utilize the Northwest 
Passage to the Nordic nations as a shipping route. In contrast to the U.S.’ conservative approach, Canada has 
increased the influence of its peacekeeping forces in international conflicts, establishing itself as a chief negotiator 
and growing international force. Canada has enjoyed steady economic growth in the 21st century, and its largest 
trading partners remain with the U.S. and Europe. Notably, the Europe is projected to overtake the U.S. as 
Canada’s largest trading partner by 2085. 

China 
As Russia’s sole foreign trade partner, China has played a key role in Russia’s ability to stabilize during and after 
its regime transition, supplying significant aid and industrial support. Due to the similarities between the Russian 
and Chinese regimes and their well-established trade systems, Chinese President Xi Jinping proclaimed in 2027, 
“We will stick by Russia no matter what path they choose. They have helped us greatly in the past, and it is our 
duty to return the favour should they need help. We are just a phone call away.” Living up to its promise, Russian 
trade with China now constitutes the majority of the country’s interaction with the international community; 
the two nations now have by far the most valuable import-export partnership in the world. Due to this special 
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relationship, China is now a major ally of the Russian Socialist Republic; however, due to Russia’s continued 
spiral into an isolated state and pressure from external entities such as the UN, the extent as to which the two 
countries aid each other has been reduced substantially. Nevertheless, Russian-Chinese trade is still extremely 
important for both countries due to its ability to connect Russia to the outside world and give China access to a 
lucrative consumer market. 

Initiating Crisis 
The date is March 1, 2080. As aforementioned, there are key areas of contention that are critical to victory. The 
European Federation and the Russian Socialist Republic both find the territories they are confined to in the 
Arctic insufficient, and seek to establish total control over the Arctic Circle. Moreover, Russia has claimed the 
resource-rich Lomonosov Ridge as their own, contesting the current European-Canadian control. Further acts 
of aggression could easily spark chaos in the tenuous balance. Because the conflict so heavily revolves around the 
abundance of resources in the Arctic Circle, both sides are hoping to win control of the last vestiges of fossil fuels 
available on this planet. As Europe and Russia will be approaching the Arctic Circle simultaneously, delegates 
must strategize and cooperate to determine what is best for their state. Of course, the fight over land, resources, 
and political influence is essential to the development and hegemony of both sides. Inevitably, the winner will 
unlock access to unprecedented resources and power, while loser will forfeit its political stability and dignity as 
a nation. 
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